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"All of the principles of Ibn Khaldun's science of culture
are derived from traditional natural philosophy. His
claim that conclusions of the new science were natural,

demcnstrative and- nacessary was to a large measure
baged on the fact that he considered all the principles
of new science to have these characteristics. He conclu-
sively avoided principles that were mere guesses,

opinions, or generally accepted notions”,
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tUdabtedly the greatest work of its kind that has ever

yet been created by any mind in any time or place.
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"Ibn Khaldum emerges not in terme of what he only

wpproximates Ly soma other gtandard but as he more
properly can be regarded, in a native capacity, and
one which bears some similsrities to that of a parti-
cipant observer. That is not as a neutral medium
Providing a window cn his world, but rather as a
spsctator in and from that world*,
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"Durkhiem, as is well known, considered mechanical
solidarity, wexemplified by segmentary eocisties
a3 pesed on similarity (of social sub-units and
indeed of individuals} to he a form of cohesion,
but an inferior and less effactive one than Organic
solidarity, which is baged not on similarity but
on  complementarity on mutual inter-dependence,
and is exemplified by more complex non segmentary
societies™, .
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“Like his predecessors, Ibn Khaldun was
necessarily writing in order to serve Islam. Much
as he must have lamented his misfortunes at the
hands of petty kings of the Maghrib, he did not
conceive of his new science in terma of (finding
out the new behaviour principles which could be
ultimately utilized for the emergence of a just
Islamic order. Vecry much liHe Socriologist and
Anthropologists of today, but long hefore |hem,
he was striving for value-neutrality in the service
of knowledge. Thus, much as one may ideaixze b
he was

Khaldun*'s contribution as being Islamic,

nothing more than & Muslim social scientist, albiet

of great geniug"
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"gvidently, Ibn Khuldun's view of human history
runs counter to the Quranic philosophy that the
rise and fall of nations are conditional wupon
fylfilment or violation of the divine imperatives,
either of which is always possible, Under [Tbn
Khaldun's terms, the rise and fall of nations are
ruled by a necessary law of nature; their actuall

zation may be delayed for one or two or three

generations, but it is inevitable. Ibn Khaldun

thought the moral law to be irrelavant to Lhe
unfolding of history. The only relevant factor
was the cultivation of ASIBIYYAR or the will to
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